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Dear Friends,

I am pleased to meet the members of The Papal Foundation during your pilgrimage to Rome, and
I thank Cardinal Wuerl for his kind words. I very much appreciate your prayers as I begin my
ministry as the Bishop of Rome and pastor of the universal Church. In the twenty-five years that
have passed since the Foundation was established, you and your associates have helped the
Successor of Saint Peter by supporting a number of apostolates and charities especially close to
his heart. In these years, you have contributed significantly to the growth of local Churches in
developing countries by supporting, among other things, the continuing formation of their clergy
and religious, the provision of shelter, medical assistance and care to the poor and needy, and the
creation of much-needed educational and employment opportunities.

For all of this, I am deeply grateful. The needs of God’s people throughout the world are great, and
your efforts to advance the Church’s mission are helping to fight the many forms of material and
spiritual poverty present in our human family, and to contribute to the growth of fraternity and
peace. May the fiftieth anniversary of the Encyclical Pacem in Terris, which falls today, serve as
an incentive for your commitment to promoting reconciliation and peace at every level. During this
Easter season, when the Church invites us to give thanks for God’s mercy and the new life we
have received from the risen Christ, I pray that you will experience the joy born of gratitude for the
Lord’s many gifts, and seek to serve him in the least of his brothers and sisters.

The work of The Papal Foundation is above all one of spiritual solidarity with the Successor of
Peter. I ask you, then, to continue to pray for my ministry, for the needs of the Church, and in a
particular way for the conversion of minds and hearts to the beauty, goodness and truth of the

http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_xxiii/encyclicals/documents/hf_j-xxiii_enc_11041963_pacem_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/liturgical_year/easter/2013/index_en.html


Gospel. With great affection I commend you and your families to the intercession of Mary, Mother
of the Church, and cordially impart my Apostolic Blessing as a pledge of joy and peace in the
Risen Lord.
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